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Introduction G 2 3 4    G 2 3 4 

 

GRiding on theDCity of NewGOrleans,  
EmIllinois Central,CMonday morningGrail, 
GFifteen cars andDfifteen restlessGriders,  

Three conEmductors, andDtwenty-five sacks ofGmail. 
 

All aEmlong the southbound odyssey, 

TheBmtrain pulls out of Kankakee, 

AndDrolls along past houses, farms andAfields. 
 
EmPassing trains that have no name,  

AndBmfreight yards full of old black men, 

AndDgraveyards ofD7rusted automoGbiles. 
 

Chorus  CGood morning AD7merica, howGare you?  

 SayEmdon't you know me,CI'm your nativeGson.  
 D7I'mD9theGtrain they call theDCity of NewEmOrleans,  
 Em7I'llA7beBbgone fiveChundredDmiles when theD9day isGdone. 
 
GDealing card games with theDold men in theGclub car,  
EmPenny a point, ain'tCno one keepingGscore. 
GPass the paperDbag that holds theGbottle,  
EmFeel the wheelsDrumbling 'neath theGfloor. 
 

And theEmsons of Pullman porters,  

And theBmsons of engineers, 

Ride theirDfathers' magic carpet made ofAsteel. 
 



EmMothers with their babes asleep,  
BmRocking to the gentle beat, 

And theDrhythm of theD7rails is all theyGfeel. 
 
Chorus   

CGood morning AD7merica, howGare you?  

SayEmdon't you know me,CI'm your nativeGson.  
D7I'mD9theGtrain they call theDCity of NewEmOrleans,  
Em7I'llA7beBbgone fiveChundredDmiles when theD9day isGdone. 

 
GNighttime on theDCity of NewGOrleans, 
EmChanging cars inCMemphis, TenneGssee. 
GHalfway home  we'llDbe there byGmorning,  

Through theEmMississippi darkness,Drolling down to theGsea. 
 

ButEmall the towns and people seem 

ToBmfade into a bad dream, 

TheDsteel rail still ain't heard theAnews. 
 

The conEmductor sings his songs again, 

TheBmpassengers will please refrain, 

This Dtrain's got the disap D7pearing railroadGblues. 
 
Chorus 

  CGood morning AD7merica, howGare you?  

 SayEmdon't you know me,CI'm your nativeGson.  
 D7I'mD9theGtrain they call theDCity of NewEmOrleans,  
 Em7I'llA7beBbgone fiveChundredDmiles when theD9day isGdone. 
 
-=EOT=- 

 


